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DETAILED ACTION 



1. This action is responsive to application filed on March 15, 2001. Claims 1-21 are 
pending examination. 



The following guidelines illustrate the preferred layout for the specification of a 
utility application. These guidelines are suggested for the applicant's use. 



As provided in 37 CFR 1.77(b), the specification of a utility application should 
include the following sections in order. Each of the lettered items should appear in 
upper case, without underlining or bold type, as a section heading. If no text follows the 
section heading, the phrase "Not Applicable" should follow the section heading: 

(a) TITLE OF THE INVENTION. 

(b) CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATIONS. 

(c) STATEMENT REGARDING FEDERALLY SPONSORED RESEARCH OR 

DEVELOPMENT. 

(d) INCORPORATION-BY-REFERENCE OF MATERIAL SUBMITTED ON A 

COMPACT DISC (See 37 CFR 1 .52(e)(5) and MPEP 608.05. Computer 
program listings (37 CFR 1.96(c)), "Sequence Listings" (37 CFR 1.821(c)), 
and tables having more than 50 pages of text are permitted to be 
submitted on compact discs.) or 

REFERENCE TO A "MICROFICHE APPENDIX" (See MPEP § 608.05(a). 
"Microfiche Appendices" were accepted by the Office until March 1, 2001.) 

(e) BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION. 

(1) Field of the Invention. 

(2) Description of Related Art including information disclosed under 37 
CFR 1 .97 and 1 .98. 

(f) BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION. 

(g) BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL VIEWS OF THE DRAWING(S). 

(h) DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION. 

(i) CLAIM OR CLAIMS (commencing on a separate sheet). 

(j) ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE (commencing on a separate sheet). 

(k) SEQUENCE LISTING (See MPEP § 2424 and 37 CFR 1 .821 -1 .825. A 
"Sequence Listing" is required on paper if the application discloses a 
nucleotide or amino acid sequence as defined in 37 CFR 1 .821 (a) and if 
the required "Sequence Listing" is not submitted as an electronic 
document on compact disc). 



Specification 



Arrangement of the Specification 
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Art Unit: 2157 

2. The specification does not include headings such as "Background of the 
invention", "Summary of the invention"... 



The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Porter 

et al., U.S. Patent No. 6,332,023 (referred to hereafter as Porter). 

As to claim 1 , Porter teaches a communications service platform comprising: 
a multiplicity of loosely coupled subsystems, each of the subsystems including: 
respective service processing resources (see col. 2 lines 56-col. 3 lines 20); and 
a respective resource locator, each resource locator including means for 

communicating to others of the resource locators data indicating the subsystem identity 

and data indicating the availability of resources in the respective subsystem (see col. 3 

lines 30-40), and 

means for receiving identity data and resource availability data for resource 
locators in others of the subsystems (see col. 3 lines 30-40). 

As to claim 2, Porter teaches a platform according to claim 1 , in which the 
resource locators are arranged to communicate directly with each other by peer-to-peer 
signaling (see col. 2 lines 56-67). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
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As to claim 3, Porter teaches a platform according to claim 1 , further comprising 
a resource broker and in which at least some communication between the resource 
Locators is mediated by the resource broker (see col. 2 lines 56-col. 3). 

As to claim 4, Porter teaches a platform according to claim 3, in which the 
resource broker is located in one of the said subsystems (see col. 3). 

As to claim 5, Porter teaches a platform according to claim 3, in which the 
resource broker includes: 

a data interface arranged to receive capability data and interface data from 
respective resource locators, and 

a registry arranged to store the said capability data and interface data (see col. 2 
lines 30-50). 

As to claim 6, Porter teaches a platform according to any one of claims 3, in 
which a resource locator in a subsystem is arranged initially to read capability data and 
interface data for another subsystem from the resource broker, and subsequently 
communicates further data directly with the other subsystem using the interface of the 
subsystem identified in the said interface data (see col. 3). 

As to claim 7, Porter teaches a platform according to any one of claims 3, in 
which at least one of the subsystems is arranged to communicate directly with a 
selected other subsystem via a respective specific data interface and in which others of 
the subsystems are arranged to communicate with a selected other subsystem via an 
object bus (see col. 2-col. 3). 
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As to claim 8, Porter teaches a platform according to claim 7 in which the or each 
said subsystem arranged to communicate directly via a respective specific data 
interface is arranged, on initialization of the said subsystem, to read data for the 
selected other subsystem from the resource broker, and in response to calls 
subsequent to the initialization of the subsystem, communicates directly with the 
selected other subsystem without reference to the resource broker (see col. 3 lines 30- 
40). 

As to claim 9, Porter teaches a platform according to claim 7, in which the said 
subsystems arranged to communicate via an object bus are arranged, in response to 
each new call, to read resource data from the resource broker (see fig. 1). 

As to claim 10, a communications system comprising: 

a plurality of call processing subsystems; 

a network interconnecting the plurality of call processing subsystems; 

a resource broker connected to the network, the resource broker including a data 
interface arranged to receive capability data and interface data from respective call 
processing subsystems, and 

a registry arranged to store the said capability data and interface data (see col. 2 
lines 56-col. 3). 

As to claim 1 1 , Porter teaches a communications system according to claim 10, 
further comprising an object bus interconnecting at least some of the call processing 
subsystems (see fig. 1). 
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As to claim 12, Porter teaches a communications system according to claim 11, 
in which communication paths between others of the subsystems bypass the object bus 
(see col. 3). 

As to claim 13, Porter teaches a computing platform comprising a multiplicity of 
loosely coupled computing subsystems, each of the said subsystems including 
respective data processing resources and a respective resource Locator arranged (to 
advertise its identity and the loading of the respective resources and to receive resource 
signaling from others of the resource Locators (see col. 2-col. 3). 

As to claim 14, Porter teaches a method of operating a communications system, 
the system including a multiplicity processing subsystems and network interconnecting 
the multiplicity of subsystems, the method comprising; 

a) .communicating from resource locator in a respective one of the multiplicity of 
subsystems to resource Locators in others of the multiplicity of subsystems data 
indicating the identity of the said one subsystem and the availability of resources in the 
said one subsystem 

b) repeating step (a) for each other of the multiplicity of subsystems: 

c) when one of the multiplicity of subsystems, in the course of processing a call, 
requires resources not present Locally in the said subsystem: 

identifying from the said data communicated lo the resource locator of the said 
one subsystem another subsystem having the said resources; 
ii) accessing the said subsystem via the network (see col. 2-col. 3). 
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As to claim 15, Porter teaches a method according to claim 1 4, in which, for 
each of the multiplicity of subsystems, step (a) is repeated regularly (see col. 3). 

As to claim 16, Porter teaches a method according to claim 1 5, in which the 
period of repetition for step (a) is small compared to the mean duration of a call 
processed by the communications system (see col. 3). 

As to claim 17, Porter teaches a method according to claim 14, in which, for at 
least one of the multiplicity of subsystems, step (a) is repeated in response to an event 
in the respective subsystem (see col. 3). 

As to claim 18, Porter teaches a method according to claim 1 7, in which the said 
event is a change in resource availability in the subsystem exceeding a predetermined 
threshold (see col. 3 lines 30-50). 

As to claim 19, Porter teaches a method according lo any one of the preceding 
claims in which the communication of resource data between subsystems is mediated 
by a resource broker (see col. 3). 

As to claim 20, Porter teaches a method according to claim 1 9, in which data is 
communicated between at least some of the subsystems and the resource broker via an 
object bus (see col. 3). 

As to claim 21 , Porter teaches a method according to claim 20 in which data is 
communicated between others of the subsystems directly, bypassing the object bus 
(see col. 3). 
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4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Hussein A El-chanti whose telephone number is 
(703)305-4652. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri 8:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ario Etienne can be reached on (703)308-7562. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Hussein El-chanti 
June 2, 2004 




